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We all have the desire to help others whether that’s holding the door for the person behind  
you saddled with grocery bags or donating time and money to local organizations. At BVT,  
giving back is a pillar of our school culture and our commitment to promote value-based  
learning opportunities. Each year, our students embark on a variety of community service  
initiatives aimed at helping people and organizations in our local community and around  
the world.

Many of our students’ giving back initiatives 
are inspired by things they are passionate 
about. The Fashion Club is a creative group  
of individuals who share an interest in fashion, 
style, and both inner and outer beauty. The 
club used their love for fashion as a spring-
board to organize a winter coat drive. The 
students placed collection boxes through- 
out the school where students were encour-
aged to donate new or gently worn coats  
to help families stay warm during the winter 
months. After a month of school announce-
ments, social media posts, and student con-
versations, the Fashion Club donated 10 full 
bags of winter coats to Big Brothers Big  
Sisters in Franklin, MA.

The girls’ volleyball team also took to the  
daily announcements and social media to 
create some buzz for their annual Dig Pink  
Volleyball Game to raise funds and aware- 
ness for breast cancer research. Since 2008,  
the team has encouraged students, families,  

and community members to donate to the  
Side-Out Foundation to inspire science and hope 
in the fight against breast cancer; their month-
long fundraising campaign motivated other clubs 
to join in by selling pink ribbons and hair exten-
sions. The campaign culminates with the annual 
Dig Pink Volleyball Game. This year, the team 
raised $1,600 for breast cancer research. 

 

As with the Dig Pink Volleyball Game, our 
students often collaborate with several student 
organizations to launch successful philanthropic 
events. The SkillsUSA Charity Dinners are a prime 
example of student groups teaming up for a 
cause. What began as a collaboration between 
the Culinary Arts program and the Friends of 

Rachel Club recently transitioned to a partner-
ship between the Culinary Arts program and 
our SkillsUSA Chapter. The two groups host 
monthly all-you-can-eat dinners to benefit 
causes near to their hearts. Each month, the 
event brings nearly 70 regular dinner guests 
to the themed buffet dinner complete with 
dessert. The proceeds benefit charities like the 
Be Like Brit Foundation and the Doug Flutie Jr. 
Foundation for Autism. 

The humans of our community aren’t the  
only ones to benefit from our students’ 
charitable initiatives. Each year, our students 
and staff lend a helping hand to local animal 
shelters and their furry friends through the 
Pawliday Donation Drive. This year, the Class 
of 2018 placed collection boxes throughout 
the school and asked the students and staff 
to donate towels, blankets, toys, and food for 
animals awaiting adoption. The students took 
eight trips to local animal shelters, including 
the Milford Humane Society and the Baypath 
Humane Society, to deliver the supplies. 

The spirit of giving back is part of the culture 
here at BVT, and our students are the driving 
force. Philanthropic initiatives are often their 
way of sharing their passions with others  
while helping those who have invested in  
their education. 

Paying it Forward

In addition to the time our students spend perfecting  
their vocational skills, soaking up academic knowledge,  
and pursuing their passions, they devote time to give back  
to those who have helped them reach their goals and pay  
it forward to future generations.

“The best portion of a good life;
small, nameless, acts
of kindness and love.

– William Wordsworth
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Celebrating some historic wins  
Each of our sports teams had winning seasons and  
several celebrated conference championships and 
individual accolades. Highlights include: 

Boys Cross Country. State Vocational Large School Champions – 
 Zack Bergeron placed 1st at the State Vocational  
 meet, 5th at districts, and qualified for states.

Girls Cross Country. State Vocational Large School Champions –
 Lauren Flynn placed 1st at the State Vocational   
 meet and 2nd in the Colonial Athletic League   
 (CAL). Madison Gagnon placed 2nd at the   
 State Vocational meet and qualified for states. 

Varsity Cheerleading. CAL Champions. State Vocational Large School Champions 

Girls Varsity Soccer. CAL Conference Champions. Qualified for State Vocational & Central  
 Mass Division III Tournaments . All State Players – Caroline Porter and  
 Viviana Sebastiano 

Boys Varsity Soccer. Qualified for Central Mass Division III  
 Tournament

Varsity Golf. Qualified for Division III Tournament –  
 JJ Newcombe placed 4th at states. 2nd place in the State Vocational Tournament  

Girls Varsity Volleyball. State Vocational Tournament Finalist  . Qualified for Central Mass Division III  
 Tournament

Varsity Field Hockey. CAL Conference Champions. Qualified for Central Mass Division II  
 Tournament
 
Varsity Football. CAL Conference Champions. Central Mass Division 7 Champions. State Semi-Finalist Division 7

Our Beavers Rock! 

Copies of our 2017 Annual Report: Breaking Boundaries are now available. The report covers BVT’s finances and  
business operations, as well as the school’s “greatest hits” spanning July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 including: 

• An alumni profile on Jennifer “Jen” Lannon who is breaking boundaries as a female plumber on Cape Cod. 

• The Culinary Arts students baking apple pies for a WorldSkills event. 

• Students following their passion to build a bass fishing club.

• The integrated learning opportunities created by the Civil War Reenactment. 

• SkillsUSA: A BVT Triumph.

The annual report is available online: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/annualreport and by contacting the Superintendent-Director’s office at 508–529–7758  x3037.

Our New Annual Report is Here!
  An invitation to share BVT’s best practices
   The Blackstone Valley Vocational School District is pleased to announce the Committee on Technical and Career Institutions voted 
    to award Blackstone Valley Tech continued accreditation in the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) at its  
    October meeting. 
 
    After reviewing the evaluation report of the fifth-year focused visiting team, the Committee commended BVT for its commitment  
    to developing, refining, and deploying a mission and vision for the school, its improvement distributing information about the  
    school through its website, and the evolution of the Career Enrichment Program to support all students as they transition from 
    career exploration to career navigation. BVT’s next decennial review is scheduled to take place in 2022. 

NEASC Accreditation Continues

Whereas students began competing in VEX  
Robotics in the fall, the FIRST Robotics com-
petition season is just getting into gear. At 
the kickoff ceremony on January 6th, the club 
learned it will compete in an event called  
“FIRST Power Up” this season. After the an-
nouncement, the club had six weeks to build 
and program its robot before it was bagged 
until competition begins in March.
 
While the club waited for the FIRST Robotics 
announcement, they were dedicated to the  
VEX Robotics series. On November 19th,  
the club sent five teams to Quinsigamond  
Community College to compete for a qualify- 
ing spot at the state competition.
 
Two of our teams won awards. Team E:  
Rosalyn Youssef of Millbury, Ashley Hamilton  
of Millbury, Emily Weagle of Millbury, and  
Alexandra Valoras of Grafton received the  
Design Award for most innovative robot  
design, best engineering notebook, and an  
outstanding interview with the judges.  
Team H: Casey Gosselin of Northbridge, Zack  
Griggs of Northbridge, and Nick Connolly of 
Bellingham took home the second place title.
 
Each team received valuable feedback to in- 
corporate into its robot and strategy for up- 
coming VEX competitions where teams will  
seek qualification spots. The club continues to 
meet collectively and in groups to perfect their 
VEX robots and prepare their FIRST robots.

After school in the Engineering Technology 
shop you’ll notice students hunched over  
tables looking over robot schematics, strate-
gizing, and reading guidelines. These students  
are members of the Robotics Club who are  
diligently preparing to compete in two  
robotics competition series.
 
The club meets each week to build and code 
robots to perform specific tasks. The tasks 
the robots need to complete, its proportions, 
and function restrictions differ by competition 
series as do competition size and scope, but 
both require intense preparation.
 
One of the competition series, VEX Robotics, 
splits the club into several teams who create  
a robot to compete in a game. The game 
changes each year allowing students to flex 
their engineering skills with a new project.
 
“I went to the world competition last year  
for VEX Robotics and it was an amazing  
experience,” said Casey Gosselin a senior 
Drafting & Engineering Technology student 
from Northbridge. “It’s the goal to get back 
there this year and compete again.”
 
This year, participants of the VEX Robotics 
tournaments will compete in a game called  
“In the Zone.” The object of the game is to 
score the most points by stacking cones on 
goal posts in specific zones and building  
the tallest stack of cones on a goal.

The Robotics Club prepares for two engineering competitions

Alumni  
Spotlight 

While a childhood spent hand-assembling  
literary magazines around the dining room  
table with family sparked Matt Sughrue’s  
(Class of 1983) decision to attend BVT,  
a dream to make video games coupled with  
the work ethic learned at BVT sparked a  
lucrative career in the gaming industry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I eventually found my way into the video game 
business as a game designer, where the discipline 
and production skills I learned at BV T helped 
me work effectively with artists, programmers, 
audio engineers, and business people,” Matt 
said. “After designing over a dozen games for 
kids, I moved into production management, 
working for Vivendi and Atari, and with a lot  
of great developers and brands including Bliz-
zard (Warcraft), Disney, NASCAR, Nickelodeon, 
and Cartoon Network.”

Matt is currently the Vice President of Product 
Development for Alliance Digital Media. He 
works with budding game developers and helps 
them complete their games and get them into 
the marketplace. 

Tell Us Your Story! 
Are you (or one of your classmates) doing  
something unique with your vocational career? 
Share your story with us (communications@ 
valleytech.k12.ma.us) and perhaps we’ll high-
light you in one of our “alumni spotlights.”

75 students earn John and Abigail Adams Scholarships  
As students await acceptance letters from colleges and universities around the nation, a tui-
tion-free college education is one of the many options available to 75 of our students who were 
named recipients of the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship. 

Each year, the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education awards the 
scholarship to students who earned scores of Advanced and Proficient on grade 10 MCAS tests in 
English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and Science and Technology/Engineering (with at least 
one score of advanced) and earned a combined score within the top 25 percent of their district. 

Students who accept the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship and enroll as full-time students in 
a Massachusetts state university or college will receive a tuition waiver for up to eight semesters, 
which must be completed within six years of the recipient’s high school graduation. Recipients 
must also maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average during their enrollment. 

Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick noted that last year, the John and Abigail  
Adams Scholarships were among nearly $4 million in renewable scholarships and awards earned  
by our graduates. 

BVT views college as a continuation of learning; many of our students simultaneously pursue a post-secondary education  
while retaining employment in their vocational industry. 
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Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to all students, and offers equal 
opportunities in all approved programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, homelessness, or disability.

Translation Request
If you would like a translation of this newsletter, contact  
Student Support Services: 508–529–7758  x3017.

This year’s Charity Golf Tournament will be held on 
Monday, June 18th at Highfields Golf and Country 
Club in Grafton. Don’t miss this opportunity to get 
out on the course, socialize, and take part in the  
host of auctions and raffles. Bring your friends and 
support this fun-filled event! Registration begins 
at 9:00 a.m. with tee times to follow at 10:00 a.m. 
The cost is $150 per player or $500 for a foursome, 
which includes a reception and dinner. 
 
To register, contact Michele Denise at:
508 – 529 – 7758  x3141 
mdenise@valleytech.k12.ma.us

Annual Golf  
Tournament

 
 Remembering Old Friends,  

Classmates, and Teachers…

Recent Retiree
Susan Donahue – Business Collections Officer,  
16 years.

In Memoriam of Lost Friends 
Nicolas D. Cocaine, 26, Class of 2010  
(Automotive Technology), died January 4, 2018. 
 
Jonathan R. Flot, 29, Class of 2006 (Manufacturing), 
died April 6, 2017 of an acute illness. 

Robert J. Kozel, 60, Class of 1975 (Manufacturing),  
died December 6, 2017.

Launching healthcare careers
The hours spent studying, creating patient care plans, and gaining clinical experience culminated 
with cheers from family and friends at our Practical Nursing graduation ceremony on January 24th.
 
The 21 members of the Class of 2018 took part in the post-secondary program’s commencement 
ceremony, which marked their 60 weeks spent balancing family and work with over 1,000 hours of 
instruction. Our graduates received certificates in practical nursing and are now eligible to become 
licensed practical nurses by sitting for the National Council Licensure Examination (N-CLEX).
  
Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick congratulated the graduates and thanked them 
for their commitment to helping others. “As the health care industry faces constant pressure to  
improve patient care, nurses remain the essential difference makers in offices, hospitals, and 
rehabilitation centers throughout the nation,” Dr. Fitzpatrick said. “The members of our Practical 
Nursing Class of 2018 embody the talent, courage, and knowledge that has become the hallmark 
of the practical nursing population.”
  
The ceremony also included a speech from Class President Megan Tebeau who asked her class-
mates to continue to better themselves throughout their careers. “Be happy with who you are  
today and never stop imagining who you can be tomorrow,” said Tebeau. “There is no question 
that you have made everyone proud. Now go out and make them even prouder.”

Honoring Practical Nursing Class of 2018


