
Class of 2017!

Transforming Education

this mindset, our futures have the potential to be 
whatever great thing that we hope for them to 
be, and although it won’t be easy, the hardships 
will make the reward even better.”

Student Council President Grace Lemire, a Mul-
timedia Communications graduate of Uxbridge, 
reminded her classmates that the memories 
made at Valley Tech were made possible by the 
people and culture that surrounded students  
not the tangible materials provided to them. 

“It became so clear to me that what I truly loved 
about BVT wasn’t tangible. It wasn’t about 
whether I liked the color of the walls in my his-
tory class, and it wasn’t about whether the floor 
was scuffed or my chair squeaked,” Lemire said. 
“It was about the moments. The memories. The 
people. The passion and love that exudes from 
the students and staff.”

In his Salutatorian’s address, Multimedia Com-
munications graduate Erik Martus of Douglas 
told his classmates their diverse skills and expe-
riences will help not only each individual student 
succeed, but also the people with whom the 
hardworking individuals come into contact.  

“Why do our vocational education and the 
passions we’ve discovered matter? Though the 
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“Be a curious seeker...”

notion is cliché, they matter because we truly  
are the leaders of tomorrow. Not only these 
graduates, but graduating vocational students 
across the United States,” Martus said. “Our 
skillsets are robust and well-rounded, and they 
are applicable to settings far beyond the class-
room. The skills we’ve honed make each of us 
desirable to our current and future employers.”

The Class of 2017 President Joseph Napolitano, 
an Electronics and Engineering Technology 
graduate from Upton, told students the “real 
world” is just the next challenge the graduates 
will face, and expressed his confidence in their 
ability to succeed. 

“Four years ago we made the choice to accept 
the challenge of attending a technical high 
school, and tonight we have bested that chal-
lenge and stand ready to go out into the world 
and change it for the better,” Napolitano said. 

After receiving their dual credentials, members 
of the Class of 2017 were greeted outside the 
Hanover Theatre with cheers, balloons, and 
congratulations from hundreds of proud par-
ents, guardians, family members, and friends. 
Check out the photo gallery at: 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/classof2017

Showing off their artistic and technical talents with colorful, 3-dimensional, 
and LED lit mortarboards, members of the Class of 2017 celebrated their  
graduation from BVT on June 1st at Worcester’s Hanover Theatre. This  
year, we celebrated 286 students who officially concluded their dual high 
school education by crossing the graduation stage and receiving their  
industry-recognized vocational certificates and diplomas.

Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. 
Fitzpatrick commended students for their 
academic achievement, technical prowess, 
community service dedication, and humility 
during their high school careers. He advised 
students to continue to pursue educational 
opportunities in all areas to become masters 
of lifelong learning. 

“As you write your next story, be a curious 
seeker of adventurous learning. Acquire new 
skills and view the world as an ocean of op-
portunity,” Fitzpatrick said. “Recognize that 
occasional challenges and disappointment 
will likely be part of your journey, and strive 
to spread goodness wherever you go.”

The commencement ceremony also featured 
special addresses from student speakers, 
including Valedictorian Max Mirageas, an 
Electronics and Engineering Technology grad-
uate of Mendon, who praised the dedicated, 
hardworking Class of 2017 while simultane-
ously looking at the impact the future leaders 
will have on the world. 

“I feel that the students in this room all pos-
sess the capability to make their lives some-
thing special, as long as they are willing to put 
in the necessary work,” Mirageas said. “With 

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/classof2017


Celebrate the BVT Spirit at Our Homecoming Festival!

We welcome you and your family to our  
Homecoming Festivities on October 19th –  
21st. This special event has become a high-
light of the year for students, staff, alumni,  
and friends of BVT. A number of our clubs  
work with our Athletics Department and  
parent-volunteers to make Homecoming  
enjoyable and memorable. Check out all  
the fun events: 

Thursday, October 19th
BVT Family Barbecue: (5:30 p.m.)  
Everyone is welcome to join us for dinner.  
Enjoy a hamburger, hot dog, chips, cookie,  
and soda for only $5 per person. Tickets  
must be ordered in advance.*

Spirit Bonfire: (7:00 – 8:15 p.m.)  
Get ready for the big day with games,  
music, and fun. 

Saturday, October 21st
Pancake Breakfast: (8:00 – 10:00 a.m.)  
Start the day off right with a hearty breakfast. 
Tickets must be ordered in advance.* 

This year our Beavers go up against Assabet and 
Monty Tech in the following sporting events:  
 Girls Varsity Soccer (9:00 a.m.)
 JV Girls Volleyball (9:30 a.m.)
 Girls Varsity Volleyball (10:30 a.m.)
 Boys Varsity Soccer (11:00 a.m.)
 Coed Varsity Cross Country (11:00 a.m.)
 Varsity Field Hockey (11:30 a.m.)
 JV Field Hockey (1:00 p.m.)
 Varsity Football (2:00 p.m.)

Concession Stand: (11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.)  
Our Culinary Arts program brings gourmet  
flair to the concession stand with offerings like 
meatball-provolone sliders and grilled honey- 
lime chicken sandwiches with salsa and chipotle 
sour cream. If classics like buffalo wings and na-
chos are more your style, they’ve got you covered!

Homecoming 2017 SkillsUSA

               BVT Tees Off  
            for a Good Cause   
    
   A rainbow of golf balls streaked through the  
  air at the Highfields Golf Course in Grafton on 
Tuesday, June 13th as over 90 golfers took to the 
fairways for our Annual Golf  Tournament. 

The event has been a part of the school’s fundraising  
efforts for our Athletics Department and the Valley  
Tech Education Foundation for nearly 20 years.  
 

Awarded  495,000  
Technology Grant
A Workforce Skills Capital Grant will once again 
allow Blackstone Valley Tech to make state-of- 
the-art upgrades to several programs without  
increasing our local-taxpayer-supported budget  
for Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18). 

BVT was awarded a $495,000 grant to improve 
technology in 10 of our 18 programs: Health 
Services, Multimedia Communications, Automotive 
Technology, HVAC&R, Manufacturing Technology, 
Dental Assisting, Construction Technology,  
Culinary Arts, Painting & Design Technologies,  
and Practical Nursing. 

On March 3rd, Governor Charlie Baker and 
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito announced 
Valley Tech as one of 32 high schools, community 
colleges, and vocational training providers select-
ed by the Governor’s Workforce Skills Cabinet  
to receive a portion of $11.8 million aimed at 
expanding opportunities and training programs  
for careers in growing industries.   

“These investments have a major impact for the 
educational institutions training our workforce  
and the students who stand to benefit from 
enhanced skills and career paths,” said Governor 
Baker. “Strengthening relationships between  
educational institutions and local industry as this 
program seeks to do is crucial to the success of our 
communities and Commonwealth as a whole.”

The $495,000 grant will help prepare our students 
for the modern, high-skilled workforce by providing 
training on specific pieces of equipment identified  
as “must haves” by the 300-plus business and  
industry advisors who make up our Program  
Advisory Committees. 

This marks the second consecutive year BVT has 
been awarded the Workforce Skills Capital Grant. 
Last year, we were awarded $407,517 for techno-
logical updates to our Manufacturing Technology, 
Automotive Technology, Construction Technology, 
and Business Technology programs. 

Eleven of our students returned from Louisville, 
Kentucky with new hardware in the shape of  
gold, silver, and bronze medals after remarkable 
performances at the SkillsUSA National Leader-
ship and Skills Conference Championships.  
The nation’s top competitors include:

GOLD 
 Zachary Rivernider of Mendon and  
 Connor Andrews of Sutton (Mobile Robotics  
 Technology – Team Event)

SILVER 
 Elizabeth Stallcup of Upton (Restaurant Service)

BRONZE
 Steven Alger of Uxbridge and Bryan  
 Desrosiers of Millville (Robotics & Automation   
 Technology – Team Event)
 Rachel Arnold of Northbridge and  
 Jonathan Lynch of Mendon (Robotics: Urban   
 Search & Rescue – Team Event)
 Gabrielle DeCosta of Grafton (First Aid-CPR)
 Matthew Keith of Douglas (Heating, Ventilation, 
 Air Conditioning and Refrigeration)

BVT Triumphs at SkillsUSA Earning 11 National Medals 

 Priya Patel of Douglas  
 (Job Skills Demonstration Open)
 Olivia Rice of Grafton  
 (Health Occupations Professional Portfolio)

4TH PLACE 
 Bailey Martin of Upton  
 (Diesel Equipment Technology)

7TH PLACE
 Sarah Arnold of Northbridge (Baking)
 Kevin Konieczny of Upton (Welding)
 Kristina Richardson of Uxbridge (Photography)   
 Alexandra Valoras of Grafton  
 (Principles of Technology)

8TH PLACE 
 Christopher Coley of Upton (Culinary Arts)

10TH PLACE 
 Mackenzie Varieur of Blackstone (Medical Math)

12TH PLACE 
 Donovan Tames of Northbridge  
 (Telecommunications Cabling)
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An Easy-Bake Oven and the rise of the Food 
Network sparked a career in the culinary 
industry for Christine Langelier (Class of 2007). 
Currently the General Manager of Blue Hills  
at Stone Barns located in Pocantico Hills,  
New York, Langelier credits the school’s 
full-service Three Seasons Restaurant for  
providing her first real-life experiences in both 
the back-of-house and front-of-house duties 
she completes daily. 

In May, Blue Hills at Stone Barns was award-
ed the prestigious James Beard Award for 
Outstanding Service. Langelier first attended 
the James Beard Awards, often referred to as 
the Academy Awards of the food and beverage 
industry, as a volunteer while studying at the 
Culinary Institute of America. The experience  
of being on the stage receiving an award  
rather than behind the stage was an incredible 
moment for Langelier. 

“As the General Manager, I’ve helped train  
and mentor the staff that contributed in this 
year’s award, so this win meant more to me 
personally,” said Langelier. “Having my team 
able to stand beside me to accept one of the 
industry’s highest awards was such positive 
affirmation for the hard work we all put into 
the restaurant.”

Tell Us Your Story! 
Are you (or one of your classmates) doing 
something unique with your vocational career? 
Share your story with us (communications@
valleytech.k12.ma.us) and perhaps we’ll high-
light you in one of our “alumni spotlights.”

Alumni Spotlight 

Remembering Old Friends, Classmates, and Teachers... 
Recent Retirees: 
Brian Muise – Business Technology Instructor,  
11 years

Pamela Hagen – Special Education Teacher,  
19 years

Fran Petty – Plumbing Teaching Assistant,  
12 years

In Memoriam of Lost Friends:  
Richard D. Brunetti, Jr. – 35, Class of 2002, (Manufact- 
uring & Engineering Technology) died June 26, 2017.
 
Daniel M. Magiaro – 32, Class of 2002 (Construction 
Technology), died May 16th, 2017 after a brief illness.
 
David J. Limanek – 26, Class of 2008,  
(Collision Technology) died February 23, 2017.
 

Join the Conversation!   
As part of our continued commitment to bring school news and timely information to our alumni, students, 
their families, and the community, we are proud to launch our official BVT Facebook and Twitter pages.
 
In addition to our robust and ever-changing website content, our social media presence will give us an opportu-
nity to connect and engage with you. So join the conversation by liking us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
BVTHighSchool and following us on Twitter: @BVTHighSchool. We’ll catch you up on the latest school events, 
highlight the cool projects our students are working on, and spotlight our alumni career paths and successes. 
See you online!

Job Connection   
Are you looking for your next dream job, or the  
opportunity to hire new talent for your company?  
Look no farther than our Job Connection webpage. 
Our goal is to connect prospective employers with 
potential candidates for job opportunities, including 
full-time, part-time, seasonal, and co-op positions. 
Check out our website for current job listings at:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection

$

From gourmet dinners to technical service fees, the  
District incorporates multiple activities within its  
annual revenue pursuits. 

This year’s tournament featured 30 sponsors and 
raised more than $12,000 making it one of the most 
successful events in the tournament’s history. The 
money raised allows our Athletics Department to keep 
athletic fees low and furthers the Valley Tech Educa-
tion Foundation’s mission to enhance the quality of 
education at BVT.

This year’s winning team: Representative David K.  
Muradian, Jr. (R-Grafton), Representative Joseph D. 
McKenna (R-Webster), Paul Fitzpatrick, and Superin- 
tendent-Director Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick donated their 
prize to the students’ fundraiser. 

The Athletics Department and Valley Tech Education 
Foundation will build off of the continued success of  
the tournament at the 2018 Annual Golf  Tournament, 
which is planned for June 2018.

Jody DeVries – 57, Class of 1978, (Painting & Decor- 
ating) died December 17, 2016 after a long illness.
 
Stefan Leduc – 45, Class of 1989 (HVAC),  
died suddenly September 11, 2016.
 

* For more information and a downloadable registration  
   form: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/homecoming
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Stay Connected... Keep in touch with the BVT Alumni Relations office to make sure you get the BVT Connect 
for years to come. If you’re planning a big move, be sure to send us your new mailing address. 
Better yet, sign up to receive the BVT Connect via e-mail, and you’ll keep getting the alumni 
newsletter no matter where you go! Valley Tech is also happy to help graduates plan class 
reunions by accessing the alumni database. All you have to do is contact: 

Barbara Khorasani — Alumni Relations
508-529-7758  x 3038
bkhorasa@valleytech.k12.ma.us
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni

Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, and offers equal 
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national  
origin, homelessness, or  
disability.

BVT was still blanketed in snow from an earlier 
storm when students and staff transformed the 
inside of the building into a spring afternoon at 
Churchill Downs on March 16th for the school’s 
23rd Annual Superintendent’s Gourmet Dinner.

Students in every one of our programs contributed  
to the Kentucky Derby-themed event and brought 
the “greatest two minutes in sports” to life by 
celebrating the food and culture that surrounds the 
nation’s longest continuously held sporting event. 

To transform the high school’s cafeteria into the  
legendary race track, students in the Painting &  
Design Technologies program researched the archi-
tecture, history, and style of the derby. Hours prior  

to the event, the immense backdrops painted by 
the students were set up by staff and students. 

The seven course gourmet menu was created by a 
team of students and instructors in the Culinary 
Arts program. They researched different dishes 
and ingredients commonly found at the Kentucky 
Derby, in the city of Louisville, and throughout  
the state of Kentucky, and together, they created  
a menu of authentic southern fare. The guests  
enjoyed dishes such as shrimp and grits, mint julep 
sorbet, braised beef short ribs, and derby pie. 

Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick 
thanked the hundreds of parents, BVT supporters, 
staff, and private partners who attended the event.

A Successful Kentucky Derby-themed Superintendent’s Dinner

We’re Off to the Races!  

“The pageantry, preparation, and presentation 
by our students and staff within this event are 
simply remarkable,” Dr. Fitzpatrick said.  

The Superintendent’s Dinner was established to 
support technology advancement at the school 
and through the years has supported a number 
of initiatives to benefit student learning.

http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni

